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	 For those of you going 
through your first Middle Tennes-
see winter I am excited to report to 
you that it is almost over.  Warm-
er weather and sunny skies will 
be upon us as February flees away 
and March waltzes into our lives. 

	 For the past few months, we 
have been preparing you for our 
upcoming Census.  Well, now is 
the time we need you to act.  This 
is the month most of you will be 
notified by mail.  We need you to 
get on your phone, iPad, or your 
computer, and fill in the census 
data.  The more of you that can do 
this, the less we will need to have 
Census Bureau door knockers vis-
iting with you in April and May.     

Every Resident Counts
This Census will help the city de-
termine its population, which has 

grown significantly since the last 
census count. The certified popula-
tion currently sits just below 13,000 
residents, but with rapid growth, 
the city expects the population 
to be closer to 19,000 residents. 
Whether you own a home or rent, 
every resident counts! If you call 
White House home - we want to 
hear from you! For each addition-

al resident, the City 
of White House 
stands to receive 
$175 per person 
from State Shared 
Tax Revenues. 

Why the Census is 
Important

Participation in the 

Special Census is crucial for the 
future of the City of White House. 
Accurate population data allows for 
more precise planning and funding 
allocation for schools, roads, and 
emergency services. More impor-
tantly, it helps ensure the city re-
ceives its fair share of state fund-
ing directly tied to the population 
count. By participating, you are di-

rectly contributing to the develop-
ment and growth of our community.

How and When the Census Will 
Be Conducted

	 We will start with an on-
line response phase this month. 
The U.S. Census Bureau will mail 
invitations to all housing units, en-
couraging citizens to submit their 
responses online through the In-
ternet Self-Response (ISR) system. 
This phase will last until the end 
of March and will be supplement-
ed with multiple reminder mail-
ings to encourage participation.

Certification and Final Reporting
	 Once the census is com-
plete, the collected data will 
be compiled, reviewed, and 
prepared for certification. 

	 Our city has grown tre-
mendously, and every response 
counts. By participating, you are 
directly helping us secure vital 
funds for our public safety and in-
frastructure that benefit the entire 
community. Let’s make sure every 
person in White House is counted.  
May you be safe, happy, healthy, 
and CENSUS conscience as we 
finish out these winter months. 
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Parks and rec
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Senior Center
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Ceagus header

	 With the explosive growth 
occurring in the City of White House, 
it is essential to examine the broader 
context of regional growth in Nash-
ville. Over the past few decades, 
Nashville has transformed from a 
modest city into a dynamic metro-
politan hub, attracting people and 
businesses from across the nation.

	 This rapid expansion has 
been fueled by a combination of 
factors, including strategic re-
gional planning, infrastructure 
investments, and the successful 
recruitment of major industries. 
The Nashville Metropolitan Statis-
tical Area (MSA), which includes 
Sumner County (White House), has 
become a powerhouse of economic 
and cultural activity, driving un-
precedented growth in residential, 
commercial, and industrial sectors.

	 White House has directly 
benefited from this regional surge, 
capitalizing on its strategic location 
along Interstate 65 and its proximity 
to Nashville. As growth in the Nash-
ville core and surrounding counties 
continues to push outward, White 
House has emerged as a prime 
destination for new residents seek-
ing a balance between urban ame-
nities and a suburban lifestyle.

	 Nashville’s rise as a na-
tional economic leader, combined 
with deliberate regional collabo-
ration, has created a ripple effect. 
This has spurred development not 
only in downtown Nashville but 
also in neighboring communi-
ties like White House. The re-
sult is a thriving regional eco-
system where job opportunities, 
quality of life, and economic pros-
perity are advancing in tandem.

	 White House benefits from 
its geography, standing out as the 
“last frontier” for growth in the 
Nashville Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (MSA). Unlike other cities 
around Nashville, where terrain 
challenges or limited land constrain 
expansion, White House offers sig-
nificant development potential.

	 As a transplant to the area for 
19 years, I have come to better un-
derstand the ‘how and why’ behind 
the region’s explosive growth. Nash-
ville’s transformation began in 1963 
with the consolidation of the City 
of Nashville and Davidson County 
into Metro Nashville. This merg-
er laid the groundwork for wide-
spread economic and residential 
development, not just in Nashville 
but across its surrounding counties.

Nashville MSA Overview
The Nashville MSA comprises 13 counties, each contributing to the re-
gion’s growth. Since the 1960s, areas like Bellevue, Madison, Antioch, and 
Priest Lake have expanded, with development spilling over into neighbor-
ing counties.
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City of White House Growth Trends

	 The City of White House is 
experiencing a remarkable period 
of transformation, driven by sus-
tained regional and local growth. 
Over the decades, this once-small 
town has blossomed into a thriving 
community, shaped by strategic 
planning and its proximity to the 
booming Nashville Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA).  Starting in 
the late 1970s, White House leaders 
initiated the process of long-range 
planning, laying the foundation for 
the city’s continued development 
and success.

•	 Pre-1960: The city’s popula-
tion, under 1,000, was concentrated 
along Springfield Rd (State Route 
76), Star Memorial (Hwy 31W), 
and Tyree Springs Rd.
•	 1960–1990: The construc-
tion of the interstate system im-
proved access to Nashville, lead-
ing to steady residential growth, 
surpassing 1,000 housing units by 
1990.
•	 1990–2020: As Nashville’s 
suburbs expanded, White House 
grew from 3,000 residents to nearly 
13,000, averaging over 300 new 

residents annually.
•	 2020s: Growth has acceler-
ated, with over 1,000 new residents 
annually, driven by residential, 
commercial, and industrial devel-
opment.

Catalysts for Regional Growth
In 1989, the “Project 2000”, initia-
tive laid the foundation for recruit-
ing and retaining businesses in the 
region. This effort, combined with 
the establishment of landmarks 
like the Tennessee Titans, Nashville 
Predators, and major corporate 
headquarters, fueled the region’s 
economic boom. White House’s 
growth reflects these regional dy-
namics and its proactive policies.  

Development Highlights
•	 1996–2007: 1,842 single and 
multifamily permits issued.
•	 2017–2020: A downturn 
resulted in only 439 single-family 
permits, but growth resumed, cul-
minating in a record 579 permits in 
fiscal year 2024.
•	 Outlook: Major develop-
ments approved between 2015 and 
2021 are expected to conclude by 

2028, supported by traffic improve-
ment projects to address conges-
tion and safety.
White House’s growth is a direct 
reflection of these regional dy-
namics, bolstered by the city’s 
proactive policies to accommodate 
expansion. However, the rapid and 
simultaneous growth has prompted 
local officials to pause and reevalu-
ate infrastructure needs to support 
the city’s evolution. Key initiatives 
include the expansion of the sewer 
treatment plant and significant traf-
fic improvement projects to address 
the challenges of a growing popu-
lation and increased activity. This 
deliberate approach ensures that 
White House continues to thrive 
while maintaining its livability and 
meeting the demands of its grow-
ing community.

Staying Informed - For more 
information, visit the Development 
Tracker or review the full Zoning 
Ordinance located on the city’s 
website.  
You can also reach us at 615-672-
4350 ext. 2120.
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Fire header

STAY WINTER SAFE
	 To ensure winter fire 
safety at home, prioritize keep-
ing flammable materials away 
from heat sources, regular-
ly inspect heating appliances, 
practice candle safety, have a 
fire escape plan, and always 

ensure your smoke alarms are 
working properly; never use 
your oven to heat your home 
and always turn off space 
heaters when leaving a room.

	 Winter is Tennessee’s 
most dangerous season for res-
idential structure fires. Fire de-
partments report a 66% increase 
in home fire deaths during 
winter compared to other sea-
sons. Smoking and cooking 
account for more than 28% of 
the known causes for residen-

tial structure fires in Tennessee. 
Separately, medical oxygen has 
been a component of more than 
10% of fire deaths in the Volun-
teer State over the last decade.

Key winter fire safety tips:

 Heating appliance 
maintenance:

•	 Get your 
furnace and chim-
ney professionally 
inspected annually. 

•	 Keep any-
thing flammable 
at least 3 feet away 
from fireplaces, 
space heaters, and 

radiators. 

•	 Clean vents regularly 
to prevent carbon monoxide 
buildup.

Space heater safety: 
•	 Never leave a space heat-
er unattended. 

•	 Plug space heaters di-
rectly into an outlet, never use 
extension cords.
 

•	 Turn off space heaters 
when leaving a room or going 
to bed. 

Candle safety: 
•	 Place candles on a stable, 
heat-resistant surface. 

•	 Keep candles away from 
curtains, flammable materials, 
and children. 

•	 Extinguish candles be-
fore leaving a room or going to 
bed.

Cooking safety: 
•	 Stay in the kitchen while 
cooking, especially when frying 
or grilling. 

•	 Keep pot handles turned 
inward to prevent accidental 
spills.

Smoke alarms: 
•	 Test smoke 
alarms monthly and 
replace batteries as 
needed. 

•	 Ensure smoke 
alarms are installed 
on every level of your 
home, inside bed-
rooms, and outside 

sleeping areas.
Fire escape plan: 

•	 Practice a fire escape 
plan with your family, identify-
ing two exits from each room 
and a designated meeting place 
outside. 

Other important points: 
•	 Never use your oven to 
heat your home. 

•	 Do not use gasoline or 
other flammable liquids to start 
a fire. 

•	 If you suspect a carbon 
monoxide leak, leave the house 
immediately and call emergen-
cy services. 

Stay warm and safe this winter!
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chamber
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Police Header 
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Trees, Trees, and More Trees!
	 The Public Services De-
partment, Stormwater Division 
is excited to announce that we 
will again be a participating 
sponsor in this year’s Tennessee 
Tree Day on March 15, 2025!!!  

	 Every year in early Spring, 
The City of White House acquires 
many different species of trees 
and gives them away for free to 
residents of our community.  
Our community’s participation 
makes us a part of a much larger 

event known as Tennessee Tree 
Day, where all across the State of 
Tennessee residents will be pick-
ing up and planting tree seed-
lings.  There are many import-
ant reasons to participate in this 
event, whether you are replacing 
trees for aesthetic purposes or 
for wildlife, trees are extremely 
important to help our commu-
nities thrive.  Beyond aesthetics, 
trees can help prevent erosion 
of soils, stabilize streams and 
stream banks, and reduce pollu-

tion in our air.  For these reasons 
The Stormwater Division sees 
this as a valuable opportunity to 
interact and educate the commu-
nity to help bring awareness to 
the importance of stabilization 
of soils and the planting trees.   

	 During this event The 
Public Services, Stormwater Di-
vision will be distributing 1,000 

seedlings of varying species 
which is an increase of 600 trees 
from last year.  We will be distrib-
uting trees at White House Mu-
nicipal Park from the hours of 8 
AM – 12 PM while supply lasts.  
The trees are given out on a first 
come, first served basis. We are 
excited for this event and look 
forward to seeing you in March!
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Library

	 The White House Li-
brary plays an essential role in 
our community, providing ac-
cess to a wealth of knowledge, 
resources, and programs that 
enrich the lives of all who visit. 
Now, you can make an even 
bigger impact by becoming 
a Friend of the White House 
Library.

	 The Friends of the 
White House Library is a 
group of dedicated individ-
uals who support the library 
through annual donations of 
$25 or more. Every penny you 
contribute goes directly into 
supporting the library’s ini-
tiatives, ensuring that it can 
continue to serve as a valuable 
resource for years to come. 
Whether you’re passionate 
about preserving local history, 
promoting educational pro-
grams, or simply ensuring the 
library remains a vibrant part 
of our community, becoming 
a Friend is a powerful way to 
make a difference.

How Your Donation Helps 
the Library and Community: 
Your donation helps the White 
House Library in several ways:

•	 Expanding Resources: 
Your contribution helps pur-
chase new books, digital re-
sources, and learning materials 
for library visitors of all ages.

•	 Enhancing Programs: 
Funds support library pro-
grams for children, teens, and 
adults, such as reading clubs, 
educational workshops, and 
special events that foster a love 
of learning and community 

engagement.

Why Become a Friend? 
By becoming a Friend of the 
White House Library, you 
not only help enhance library 
services but also connect with 
like-minded individuals who 
share a commitment to the 
library’s mission. Your support 

directly impacts the quality of 
resources available to all li-
brary patrons, helping to keep 
it a welcoming and vibrant 
space for everyone.

In addition, Friends of the 
Library enjoy:

•	 Acknowledgment in 
library publications.

•	 Invitations to special 
events and programs.

•	 A sense of pride in 
knowing you’re making a last-
ing difference in your commu-
nity.
Join Us Today! Becoming a 
Friend of the White House 
Library is easy. Simply donate 
$25 or more, and your sup-
port will immediately begin 
making a positive impact on 
our community. No donation 
is too small, and every dollar 
counts toward building a better 
library for all.

To become a Friend, visit the 
library to make your donation. 
Together, we can ensure that 
the White House Library con-
tinues to be a place of learning, 
discovery, and connection for 
all who visit.

Help the White House Li-
brary thrive—become a 
Friend today!
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