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The Board of Mayor and Alderman honored Miss Cora Fuller with a Proclamation 
for Childhood Leukemia Awareness

	 During the May 16th Board of May-
or and Alderman meeting, Vice-Mayor 
Jana Spicer had the heartfelt honor of read-
ing a proclamation for the incredible Cora 
Fuller on behalf of Mayor John Corbitt.

	 The proclamation highlights the ex-
traordinary resilience and spirit of Cora, 
who has already shown more bravery at just 
five years old than most of us could ever 
imagine. Diagnosed with Acute Lympho-
blastic Leukemia in January, Cora has been 
courageously battling her way through 
treatment at Monroe Carell Jr. at Vanderbilt.
Cora’s journey has inspired us all and 

is a poignant reminder of the strength 
of children facing adversity. Her sto-
ry is one of adventure, feistiness, hu-
mor, and an unmatched capaci-
ty for empathy and love, touching 
everyone with the privilege to know her.

	 To honor Cora and to raise aware-
ness for childhood leukemia, Mayor Corbitt 
has proclaimed May 17th, 2024, as Child-
hood Leukemia Awareness Day in the City 
of White House. This day is dedicated to 
increasing awareness, supporting research, 
and standing in solidarity with all the chil-
dren and families affected by this disease.
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Greetings,

	 Many of you on our 
Sumner county side of the 
city recently received your 
updated appraisal value 
from the Sumner County 
Assessor of Property office. 
T r a d i t i o n a l l y R o b e r t -
son County and Sumner 
County update the appraisal of 
properties every five years.  
The challenge for us in the 
city is that they do not do 
these updates in the same 
year.  Roberston Coun-
ty did their re-appraisal the 
previous year.  Many of you are 
excited to see your property 
value go up for resale purposes, 
equity, and home equity loans.  
However, the fear of 
having a higher property 
value and what that would 
mean in higher property 
taxes causes anxiety for others.

	 Living in the great 
state of Tennessee has many 
benefits.  One of those benefits 
is that the State does not allow 

cities the pleasure of increas-
ing property taxes automati-
cally just because the appraised 
value on your home goes up!
	
	 Last year when our 
Robertson County side of 

White House received their 
new appraised value the tax 
rate at the time was $1.2862.  
For our Sumner County side 
of the City, it was the same 
tax rate of $1.2862.  The State 
of Tennessee has an equaliza-
tion law that requires the tax 

rate to be set based 
on the appraised 
valuation.  In 
addition, the State 
uses a formula to 
set the tax rate 
for the cities that 
span over two 
or more coun-
ties.  Each sum-
mer we receive a 

letter from the State telling 
us what our certified tax rate 
for the new year is to be.

	 So here is what hap-
pened to us last year when 
we received the new certified 

tax rate.  Robertson Coun-
ty, White House homeown-
ers had the rate drop from 
$1.2862 to $0.8228.  It had 
to be lowered so that the city 
would only be able to collect 
the same amount of prop-
erty taxes as it did when the 

property value was lower, 
and the tax rate was higher.

	 But something else in-
teresting happened.  Sumner 
County, White House property 
owners had their rate increase 
from $1.2862 to $1.3365.  The 
State did this so that the City of 
White House would collect the 
same amount of property tax.
  
	 I tell you all this so 
that our Sumner County, 
White House property own-
ers can expect to see the tax 
rate drop significantly this 
year because of the higher 
property re-appraisals.  We 
could see it go down as low 
as the Robertson County side.    
	 The State of Tennes-
see does allow cities to in-
crease the local property tax 
rate above the certified tax 
rate.  But, before such a vote 
can be taken to raise the rate 
the city has to have this done 
in ordinance form.  The or-
dinance must have two read-
ings at two different meetings.  
The meeting dates and times 
must be posted prior to such 
meetings.  Public comment 
on any such increase must be 
allowed at the second meet-
ing prior to the ordinance be-
ing voted into law.  Hope this 
gives you some relief concern-
ing property taxes.  May you 
be safe, happy, and healthy 
during the summer months.
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	 It is that time of year! With 
beautiful warm weather and rain, 
comes lots of lush green grass around 
the city. There is nothing like a 
maintained lawn of thick turf in the 
Spring and Summer. Unfortunately, 
when a yard isn’t maintained, it can 
get out of hand pretty quickly and 
become a code violation. Besides 
being an eyesore to neighbors, it can 
also block driver visibility at inter-
sections and even harvest unwanted 
insects/critters. 		

	 If grass/weeds exceed twelve 
inches in height, the property own-
er will be notified via certified mail 

and/or a notification posted on the 
property.  After which the owner 
will have ten business days to rem-
edy the violation. If this is not ac-
complished within that timeframe, 
the owner will then be cited to 
court and the judge would make a 
ruling.  Our staff welcomes citizens 

to notify us if there is an overgrown 
or dirty lot that needs attention. 
This can be done via telephone call 
to the Planning and Codes office 
(615-616-1020).  You can also send 
a notification through the city web-
site (www.whitehousetn.gov) to Re-
port an Issue. This is an excellent 
tool for citizens, as it allows us to 
communicate and respond when 
an issue has been addressed along 
with details involving the issue.

	 Another duty of the Code 
Enforcement staff is to administer 
the city’s sign ordinance.  Residen-
tial and commercial property own-
ers/tenants can apply for temporary 
and staff approved permanent sign 
permits for their property. Our staff 
will review the application and issue 
the permit, as long as it fits within 
the guidelines of the zoning ordi-

nance in section 4.070.  
This can be found on the 
city’s website (https://
www.whitehousetn.gov/
government/zoning-ordi-
nance). Some of the crite-
ria reviewed for the signs 
include location and size.

The city also offers Tem-
porary Sign Permits:

White House Zoning Or-
dinance, Section 4.070 

Standards for Signs, Item I:

	 Temporary Site Signs- Any 
business, individual, or organization 
may display one (1) banner sign per 
lot. In the case of multiple tenants 
per lot than no more than two (2) 
signs will be permitted at any one 
time. The signs must be separated 
by at least twenty-five (25) feet. The 
sign or signs can be placed a max-
imum of four (4) times a year not 
exceeding twenty-eight (28) days 
in any calendar year, with twen-
ty-one (21) days between permits. 
A sign permit shall be obtained 
each time a banner is placed on 
site. A temporary banner sign shall 
not exceed twenty (20) square feet 
in area. The location and height of 
banner signs shall be in accordance 
with the White House Zoning Or-
dinance.  Temporary Event and 

Advertising Signs pursuant to this 
section shall be required to have a 
permit issued without fee from the 
Planning and Codes Department.

	 Any illegal signage that is 
placed around the city without a 
sign permit, such as off-premise 
advertisements, will be removed 
by Code Enforcement staff. This 
is done in an effort to keep White 
House beautiful. Old yard sale signs 
left out days after the sale, become 
litter.  We ask that those adver-
tising their yard sale be respect-
ful of our city ordinances.  We ask 
that you remove signage after the 
event.   Other illegal signage to be 
aware of, include pennant banners, 
inflatable “air dancers,” and flag 
signs (without the proper permit).

Let’s work together to keep 
White House beautiful!



Page 8								          WORD ON WHITE HOUSE	 				    June- July 2024

Protecting the Protectors
	 The core mission of the 
White House Fire Department, or 
any fire department for that mat-
ter, is to Save Lives and Protect 
Property. Here at WHFD, we strive 
to provide our city with the best 
service possible!  We’re fortunate 
to have some of the most state-of-
the-art equipment at our dispos-
al, and rigorous training standards 
go along with that equipment. 
We’re passionate about the job, 
and we’re committed to excellence.
 
	 But who protects the pro-
tectors?  Firefighting is an inher-
ently dangerous profession, but 
of course we knew that when we 
signed up. It may surprise you to 
know that very few firefighter fa-
talities actually happen on the fire-
ground, relatively speaking. The 
majority of firefighter deaths result 
from either motor vehicle acci-
dents, or cardiac events resulting 
from stress and overexertion….
at least that used to be the case.
 
	 The dreadful C-word – 
CANCER. According to the CDC, 
cancer is now the leading cause 
of death among firefighters. Fire-
fighters carry nearly double the 
risk of certain cancers than the 
general population. This is due 
in part to many of the synthetic 
materials found in home furnish-
ings, and even building materials. 
Modern vehicles are probably the 
worst offenders, with nearly every 
interior and trim part on the vehi-
cle made from synthetic plastics.
 
	 Luckily, at least on the fire-
ground, we’ve learned how to mit-
igate this risk. We adhere to strict 

protocols about wearing respirato-
ry protection during overhaul, as 
well as gross decontamination on 
scene until our gear can be prop-
erly cleaned and decontaminated. 

	 While most of these risks 
seem fairly obvious, a big risk fac-
tor that maybe most wouldn’t think 
about, and is seemingly benign: 
diesel exhaust. While exposure to 
any vehicle exhaust has the poten-
tial for adverse health effects, diesel 
exhaust contains higher amounts 
of toxic gases and particulates. 
Unburned hydrocarbons, carbon 
monoxide (CO), and diesel par-
ticulates can pose serious health 
risks in the long term. Add to that 
the operation of our gas-powered 
tools, and air quality in the fire sta-
tion can become a huge concern.
 
	 While our stations are 
equipped with air monitoring and 
ventilation devices, those devices 
only activate when the level of gases 
reaches a certain threshold. Open-
ing the bay doors will also provide 
sufficient ventilation in the appara-
tus bays, but the major concern is 
exhaust gases getting into our living 
quarters. Lingering exhaust from 
morning truck checks or returning 
from a call can enter our living spaces 
as soon as we open the door. We try 
to be as vigilant as possible to allow 
proper ventilation, but this cannot 
be accomplished 100% of the time. 

	 So, what else can we do to 
protect ourselves? 

	 Well, enter the MagneGrip® 
Exhaust Removal System. These 
systems were recently installed at 

both fire stations and are now in 
use. The system captures the exhaust 
from the apparatus and removes it 
from the structure. The company 
actually guarantees 100% capture 
when the system is used properly.
 
	 The MagnaGrip® system uti-
lizes flexible ductwork that attach-
es directly to the vehicle’s tailpipe 
using a sealed, magnetic locking 
mechanism, and pressure sensors 
automatically activate the exhaust 
fan(s) when the vehicle is run-
ning. Additionally, the ductwork is 
mounted to a rail system, so it fol-
lows the apparatus all the way out 
of the bay and detaches once the 
vehicle has cleared the door. Once 
the apparatus returns from a call, 
we simply reattach it just outside of 
the bay, and back the apparatus in. 

	 The sys-
tem also features a 
manual mode, so 
if we need to per-
form daily truck 
checks inside the 
bay, such as during 
inclement weath-
er, we’re able to re-
move the exhaust 
during the start-up 
portion of the check 
off. In conjunction 
with our current 
air monitoring/re-
moval system, we’re able to keep 
nearly all toxic gases out of the 
bay and out of our living quarters. 

	 Not only are we able to 
keep toxins out of our living quar-
ters, we’ve now vastly improved 

our air quality, in the bays espe-
cially. So now we’re not breath-
ing in all this nasty stuff, partic-
ulates are no longer clinging to 
us or our bunker gear, and we’ve 
greatly reduced our exposure. 

	 Again, we can never hope to 
make our profession 100% safe, it’s 
just not the nature of our business, 
and some things are simply beyond 
our control. However, we’re becom-
ing proactive in mitigating the things 
we CAN control.  Aggressive train-
ing about hazard recognition, better 
protocols for PPE and respiratory 
protection, and equipment like the 
MagneGrip®, will allow us to work 
healthier, and perform at a higher 
level to serve our citizens. We are 
VERY fortunate to now utilize this 
very important piece of equipment 
and the important benefits it provides!
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Trash and Recycle

	 On April 1st of 2024, The 
Public Services Department and 
Waste Management made the 
decision to make much need-
ed adjustments to our trash 
and recycling collection routes 
throughout the City of White 
House.  These changes allowed 
the Public Services Depart-
ment and Waste Management to 
more effectively dispose of trash 
and recycling, additionally this 
change was a big step in the right 
direction to accommodate the 
growth our city is experiencing 
by allowing new residents to be 
added to the trash and recycle 
schedule.  Due to this change, 
trash and recycle carts are placed 
at the curbside together twice 
per month at each residence 
depending on their scheduled 
collection day.  Because both 
carts are at the curbside at the 
same time you will notice two 

separate but very similar look-
ing Waste Management Collec-
tion Truck picking up the trash 
and recycling at your residence.  

	 As mentioned before 
these trucks will carry out their 
collection operations in a con-
current fashion in the same area 
of the City of White House.  Be-

cause these trucks look so simi-
lar it may be hard to differentiate 
between which truck is disposing 
of trash and which is disposing 
of recycling.  Together, the Public 
Services Department and Waste 
Management want to assure all 
residents that trash will be placed 
in a Waste Management Trash 
Collection Truck and recyclables 

will be placed in a Waste Manage-
ment Recycling Collection Truck. 

	 We are even able to ask 
for the tracking information on 
the vehicles that have conduct-
ed their route in a specific area.  
Attached below is a map from 
Waste Management showing 
the different routes of different 
trucks in the same area.   This 
is yet another way Waste Man-
agement and the Public Ser-
vices Department are improv-
ing efficiency and effectiveness.  

	 In the attached picture 
you will notice there are two 
separate colors denoting the 
difference between the trash 
collection vehicle and the re-
cycling collection vehicle.  

Click it or ticket 
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Never leave your pets in a 
parked car!
Not even for a minute! Not 
even with the car running 
and air conditioner on. On a 
warm day, temperatures in-
side a vehicle can rise rapid-
ly to dangerous levels. On an 
85-degree day, for example, 
the temperature inside a car 
with the windows opened 
slightly can reach 102 de-
grees within 10 minutes. Af-
ter 30 minutes, the tempera-
ture will reach 120 degrees. 

Watch the humidity
“High humidity am-
plifies the negative 
impact of high tem-
perature on your 
pet—and in combina-
tion, these factors mag-
nify the danger zone,” says 
Dr. Barbara Hodges, DVM, 
MBA, of the Humane Society 
Veterinary Medical Associ-
ation. “When animals pant, 
moisture from their lungs 
evaporates and helps reduce 
their body heat. But high hu-
midity conditions hamper 
that process and their abil-
ity to cool themselves, and 

their body temperature can 
skyrocket—rapidly—to dan-
gerous, or even lethal, levels.”

Limit exercise on hot days
Take care when exercising 
your pet. Adjust intensity and 
duration of exercise in ac-
cordance with the tempera-
ture. On very hot days, limit 
exercise to early morning or 
evening hours, and be espe-
cially careful with pets with 
white-colored ears, who are 
more susceptible to skin can-
cer, and short-nosed pets, 

who typically have dif-
ficulty breathing. As-
phalt gets very hot and 

can burn your pet’s 
paws, so walk your 
dog on the grass if 
possible. Always 

carry water with you to keep 
your dog from dehydrating.

Don’t rely on a fan
Pets respond differently to 
heat than humans do. (Dogs, 
for instance, sweat primar-
ily through their feet.) And 
fans don’t cool off pets as ef-
fectively as they do people.

Provide ample shade and 
water
Any time your pet is outside, 
make sure they have protec-
tion from heat and sun and 
plenty of fresh, cold water. In 
heat waves, add ice 

to water when pos-
sible. Tree shade 
and tarps are ide-
al because they 
don’t obstruct air 
flow. A doghouse does not 
provide relief from heat—
in fact, it makes it worse.

Cool your pet inside and 
out
Whip up a batch of quick 
and easy DIY pupsicles for 
dogs. And always provide 
water, whether your pets 
are inside or out with you.
Keep your pet from over-
heating indoors or out with 
a cooling body wrap, vest or 
mat. Soak these products in 
cool water, and they’ll stay 
cool (but usually dry) for 
up to three days. If your dog 
doesn’t find baths stressful, see 
if they enjoy a cooling soak.

Watch for signs of heat-
stroke
Extreme temperatures can 
cause heatstroke. Some signs 
of heatstroke are heavy pant-
ing, glazed eyes, a rapid 
heartbeat, difficulty breath-
ing, excessive thirst, lethargy, 

fever, dizziness, lack of co-
ordination, profuse saliva-

tion, vomiting, a deep 

red or purple tongue, 

seizure and unconsciousness.

How to treat a pet suffering 
from heatstroke
Move your pet into the shade 
or an air-conditioned area. 
Apply ice packs or cold towels 
to their head, neck and chest 
or run cool (not cold) water 
over them. Let them drink 
small amounts of cool water 
or lick ice cubes. Take them 
directly to a veterinarian.

Prepare for power outages
Before a summer storm 
takes out the power in your 
home, create a disaster plan 
to keep your pets safe from 
heat stroke and other tem-
perature-related trouble.
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Greenway Safety Tips 
Trail Safety Tips
-Carry a cell phone in case of emer-
gency. Program the White House 
Police Department’s number into 
your cell phone before you leave.

-There is safety in numbers. 
Use the buddy-system and en-
joy the trail with a companion.

-Park in a well-lit, heavily-trafficked 
area. Lock your vehicle and do not 
leave valuables such as purses, wal-
lets, jewelry, or cell phones inside.

-Carry identification including your 
name, phone number, critical medi-
cal information, and a contact name/
number in case of an emergency.

-Wear comfortable sport shoes, 
loose-fitting clothing appro-
priate for the weather, and 
use proper safety equipment.
 
-Wear bright and/or reflective fabrics 
and carry a whistle or noisemaker.

-Tell friends or family the route 
you will be taking and when you 
expect to return. If you are go-
ing to be late, give them a call.

-Stay on the designated trail 
and avoid short-cutting or 

crossing open country.
-Be alert and aware 
of your surroundings. 
Avoid areas where vis-

ibility is poor, and be aware of 
sounds in your environment.
 
-Be confident. Look people in the eye 
and let others know you are aware of 
their presence with a polite “Hello!”
 
-When you approach your car, have 
your key ready. Check the floor 
and back seats before you get in.

Trail Rules
 -The trail is open from sunrise to 
sunset daily. The trail closes at dark.

-Children must be su-
pervised by an adult. 

-With the exception of motor-
ized wheelchairs, only non-mo-
torized vehicles are permitted.

  -Pets must be kept on a leash, and 
people must clean up after their pets.

  -This trail is not intended for 
equestrian use; no horses, po-
nies, or other equines allowed.

-No smoking, litter-
ing, or alcoholic beverages.

-No fires, pyrotechnics, launch-
ing of hobby-rockets or balloons.

-No annoying, offensive, or pro-
fane languages or gestures.

-No skateboards allowed.

-Keep right, except to pass.

-No destruction/removal of 
plants, animals, or defacing 
of trees, fencing, or property.

WHPD Summer Crime Prevention Tips
Summer time crime can increase 
and the opportunities for crim-
inal activity. The White House 
Police Department suggests 
these simple tips to assist you in 
having a safe Summer season. 

 Be ALERT and AWARE of your 
surroundings. 
Pay attention to who is around you 
and what activities are happening. 
Don’t leave the safety of a building or 
your vehicle until you have ensured 
all is secure and safe. Trust your in-
stincts; if you feel uncomfortable 
with a place or person(s), get away. 

 Park in well-lit areas. 

Remember to lock your vehicle at 
home and away!! 
Keep vehicle doors and windows 
locked while you are in it and espe-

cially when you are not! Use anti-theft 
steering wheel clubs or locks as well. 
A thief is looking for easy targets & 
anything you can do to deter them 
from choosing your car, the better. 

Minimize the number of valu-
ables left in your vehicle 
Keep valuables, electronics (includ-
ing cell phones and DVDs), guns and 
other “theft attractors” out of sight. 

Protect your purse or wallet 
Clean out any unnecessary items 
before leaving home. Don’t car-
ry large amounts of cash or ex-
tra credit cards. Carry only those 
cards that you will need to use 
that day. Keep a master list of all 
cards so if your wallet is stolen, 
they can be reported promptly to 
the appropriate banking facility.
 

Never leave your purse,
wallet or cell phone unat-
tended in a public place.

Role-play with children 
about what should happen in 
the event you are separated.

Have your keys out and ready 
when you return to your vehicle.

Do not leave your car unattended 
with the motor running or with 

Emergency:911

Non-Emergency: 
615-672-4903

WHPD Central 
Dispatch Center:

615-382-6863

the keys in the ignition 
– even for the very short 
time needed to do a quick 
errand or pay for fuel. 

                  Contact the 
White House Police De-
partment to report all 
criminal activity:  
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