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Annual Free Tree Giveaway Happening in March!
	 The White House Public 
Services Department will be hosting 
their Annual Free Tree Giveaway 
on March 16th, 2024 in honor of 
Tennessee Tree Day! Each year 
Tennessee Tree Day en-
gages thousands of volun-
teers in a fun, meaningful, 
family-friendly, event that results in 
multi-generational benefits to our 
environment, communities and 
public health. Since 2007, our 
Tennessee Tree Day events have 
mobilized almost 100, 706 residents 
in planting 924,760 native trees in 
Tennessee and surrounding states. 

	 This giveaway will be 
hosted in the White House 
Municipal Park (420 HWY 76, 
White House, TN 37188) in the large 
pavilion by the playground upon 
entering the park beginning at 8am. 
	
	 They will be giv-
ing away many types of trees 
including: American Beautyberry, 
American Plum, Cherrybark 
Oak, Black Cherry, Eastern Red-
bud, Flowering Dogwood, Pecan, 
Tulip Poplar, White Oak, and Wil-
low Oak. These trees will be first 
come first serve while supplies last!
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Greetings,
	 Holy Toledo is it cold out-
side today!  It was – 4 degrees Fahr-
enheit when I started my car this 
morning to drive to the office.  My 
wife Lori and I were born and raised 
in Toledo.  We were married young, 
and she joined me in the fall of 1978 
to finish out my last three years of a 
four-year Marine Corps enlistment 
at Cherry Point, North Carolina.  
After that it was back to Toledo for 
another 27 years.  We have lived 
through many colds and snow filled 
days.  We are so thankful living 
here that the winters seem short-
er, warmer, and there is less snow.  
Just think by the time you read this 
there is a good chance the 7 inch-
es of snow we received will melt 
away.  You see in Toledo that much 
snow would be piled around areas 
of parking lots and the edge of the 
roadways, until sometimes, April.
	 In the last Word on White 
House in my column I covered 
information concerning popula-

tion growth, new com-
mercial sites under development, 
and some new industries under 
construction.  As the population 
grows, bringing with it commer-
cial and industrial expansion, the 
demands for government services 
create a need for expanding ser-
vices. So now I want to turn to 
government services expansion.
	 To provide many of the ser-
vices offered by local government we 
must have people.  When Lori and I 
moved to White House in the win-
ter of 2008 (little side note we drove 
through a winter blizzard in Ohio 

with a U-Haul truck to 
get here where there was 

The city had 89 full-
time employees.  To-
day the city employes 
128 full-time employ-

no snow on the ground)

ees.  Here are the broad 

categories we use to 
group employees with the 

first number reflecting 2008 
vs today in 2024: General Gov-
ernment 9/14, Community Ser-
vices 14/25, Public Safety 41/55, 
Public Services 25/34.  As you 
can see each area has expanded.  
	 Here are some local gov-
ernment projects under con-
struction around the city:
•	 We are building a new $21 
million wastewater treatment plant 
next to the current one on Industri-
al Drive.  This new plant will be able 
to process nearly double the amount 
of wastewater.  The plant is expect-
ed to be finished and operational 

in the second quarter of this year.
•	 We are replacing our 12-inch 
wastewater southern force main 
collection line with a 20- inch line.  
This $7 million service line collects 
nearly half of the city’s wastewater 
flowing to the city treatment plant.  
It is also able to service expanding 
growth in housing, commercial 
and industrial areas south of SR76. 
Expected completion is early 2025.
•	 We are building a new park-
ing lot to hold 500 cars at the Soccer 
Complex on US31W.  This parking 
lot expansion will include lighting, 
sidewalk improvements, and a new 
pavilion.  This is a $3 million proj-
ect with the State covering half the 
cost.  Project completion is expect-
ed to be by the end of June 2024.
•	 We are building a new 
$24 million recreation center at 
the City Municipal Campus.  We 
are very excited to see this struc-
ture starting to take shape.  Com-
pletion date is the end of 2024.
•	 We are widening Sage Road 
from Madeline Lane to Cardinal 
Drive to three lanes.  Completion 
date is the end of January 2024.  

Stay tuned for in my next col-
umn we will write about fur-
ther improvements planned for 
road improvements.  May you be 
safe, happy, healthy, and warm 
during these winter months 
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  In Tennessee, easement rights 
are a fairly frequent source of 
conflict and disagreement. What 
is an easement and/or right of 
way? Your right to own land 
doesn’t preclude others from also 
having a type of right over your 
land as well. Easements and Right 
of Ways are property rights, in 
fact, that can grant others a right 
of use over your property. Ease-
ments describe general property 
rights by others over your land 
while a right of way describes a 
specific property right.

Understanding Easements

Right of Way by Definition – The legal right, 
established by usage or grant, to pass along a 
specific route through grounds or property 

belonging to another.

   Public easements are put in place 
for the benefit of the general pub-
lic. Utility easements are includ-
ed in this classification, although 
it also includes items such as 
sidewalks, sewer infrastructure, 
stormwater conveyances, and 
roadways. Utility/Municipality 

establishments will use properties 
to connect sewer lines, water lines, 
power lines, general maintenance of 
public property, and any other ser-
vice that benefits the general public.
  One of the most common ver-
sions of this concept is known as 
utility easements. The power lines 
that connect our houses and the 
pipes that run our stormwater & 
water/wastewater to public facilities 
need to run above and beneath our 
homes in order to complete their 
intended tasks. This can lead to city 
workers performing work on pri-
vately-owned property.
  If one would want to see if their 
property has an easement or right-
of-way, a platted map is a guide to 
a tract of surveyed land created and 
maintained by licensed surveyors. 
They are a blueprint containing de-
tailed property information used by 

a variety of interested parties.
•	 Plat maps are supposed to pro-

vide an accurate description of 
a section of land, people, access 
ways, and things on the tract.

•	 They are meant to prevent tres-
pass of private property by un-
authorized persons.

•	 They ensure land for public use 
remains public.

•	 Plats ensure lots comply with 
zoning rules and restrictions.

•	 A plat map ensures all property 
owners have access to utilities.

  In conclusion, Easements are 
nonpossessory interests in real 
property. More simply, an ease-
ment is the right to use another’s 
property for a specific purpose, 
such as, utility maintenance and 
repair. Rights-of-way are ease-
ments that specifically grant the 
holder the right to travel over 
another’s property. Therefore, all 
rights-of-way are easements, but 
not all easements are rights-of-
way.

Easement by 
Definition – A right to 
cross or otherwise use 
someone else’s land for 

a specified purpose.
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2023 D.A.R.E
	 The White House Police Department instructed D.A.R.E. 
to approximately 150 students at White House Middle Schools for 
the Fall 2023 school year, and 300 for the entire 2023 school year.
	 D.A.R.E.  Is a 10 week program with lessons that focus 
on five major areas: providing accurate information about the 
harmful effects of tobacco and alcohol, teaching students decision 
making skills, communication skills, signs of stress and resisting 
peer pressure.
	 D.A.R.E. began nationally in 1983. It is now taught in more 
than 50 states and 53 countries around the world. It was adopted 
in the White House schools in 1995 as a joint effort between com-
munity school, parents, and the White House Police Department.
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STAY WINTER SAFE
	 As we quickly approach 
what are generally the cold-
est months of the year, we want 
to remind everyone that more 
home fires occur in the winter 
months than in any other season. 
There is something about the 
winter months and curling up 
with a good book by the fireplace.
 

But did you know that heating 
equipment is one of the leading 
causes of home fire deaths? With 
a few simple safety tips and pre-
cautions, you can prevent most 
heating fires from happening.

•	 Half of home heating 
fires are reported during the 
months of December, January, 
and February

•	 Heating equipment is 
involved in 1 in every 6 home 
fires and 1 in every 5 home fire 
deaths.

•	 Keep portable generators 
outside, away from windows, 
and as far away from your home 
as possible.

•	 Plug only 1 heat-produc-
ing appliance (like a space heat-
er) into an electrical outlet at a 
time.

• Keep anything that can burn at 
least three-feet away from heat-
ing equipment,
like the furnace, fireplace, wood 
stove, or portable space heater.

• Have a three-foot “kid-free 
zone” around open fires and 
space heaters.

• Never use your oven to heat 
your home.

• Have a qualified professional 
install station-
ary space heat-
ing equipment, 
water 
heaters or 
central heat-
ing equipment 
according to the 
local codes and 
manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

• Have heating equipment and 
chimneys cleaned and inspected 
every year by a qualified profes-
sional.

• Remember to turn portable 
heaters off when leaving the 
room or going to bed.

• Always use the right kind of 
fuel, specified by the man-
ufacturer, for fuel burning 
space heaters.

• Make sure the fireplace 
has a sturdy screen to stop 
sparks from flying into 
the room. Ashes should be cool 
before putting them in a metal 
container. Keep the container 
a safe distance away from your 
home.

• Test smoke 
alarms at least 
once a month

•	 Install 
wood burning 
stoves following 
manufacturer’s 
instructions or 
have a profes-
sional do the 
installation. All 

fuel-burning equipment should 
be vented to the outside to avoid 
carbon monoxide (CO) poison-
ing. 

•	 Install and maintain CO 
alarms to avoid the risk of CO 
poisoning, test carbon monoxide 
alarms at least once a month. If 
you smell gas in your gas heater, 

do not light the appliance. Leave 
the home immediately and call 
your local fire department or gas 
company
Be warm and safe this winter!



Page 10								          WORD ON WHITE HOUSE	 				    February- March 2024

CLOSED 
FEBRUARY 19TH IN 
CELEBRATION OF
 PRESIDENT’S DAY

The library board will meet 
on March 14, 2024 at 7:00pm 

at the Billy S. Hobbs Com-
munity Center located at 
105D College St. White 

House, TN 37188. Per the 
TCA Title 8, Chapter 44 

regarding public meetings, 
a Public Comment section 
is on the meeting’s agenda. 
To speak during the Public 
Comment period, a sign-up 
sheet will be placed in the 
meeting location near the 

printed agendas and will be 
taken up just before the start 

of the meeting.

The Friends of the 
Library will meet 

on Tuesday, March 
5th at 5:30pm 

inside Study Room 
2 of the Library 

Meet Our January and February Staff members of the Month!
	 My name is Elizabeth Ko-
zlowski and I am the library director 
for the White House Public Library. 
I have been in this position for 11 
years. I have a Master’s Degree in 
Information Science from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee Knoxville. I 

work with the library board to try 
and achieve the library’s mission of 
being an essential community hub. 
I also manage the library’s bud-
get, long range plan, reports, and 
I run the tween/teen sewing club 
and the adult creative writing club.
 
	 When I am not at work, I 
enjoy sewing, writing, playing the 
mountain dulcimer, and restoring 

furniture. I am currently writing a 
book and hope to have it ready to 
publish at the end of 2024. I have 
also sewn a number of costumes 
but my favorite is my three tiered 
antebellum skirt and spoon bonnet.
 
	 The top three genres I read 
are manga, non-fiction, and YA 
Christian fiction though I love his-
torical fiction as well. My favorite 
kids book is Tales of Outer Subur-
bia by Shaun Tan. Though it is a kids 
book, I find the stories all of deep 
meaningful themes that I enjoy. My 
favorite Juvenile series is the Wing-
feather Saga by Andrew Peterson. 
My favorite YA book is Anna and 
the Swallow Man by Gavriel Sav-
it while my favorite adult book is 
the Book Thief by Markus Zusak. 

	 My name is Janet Parchman 
and I have worked for the White 
House Public Library for 20 years. 
My title is Catalog Librarian. Al-
though my primary job is catalog-
ing, I am also the on-site IT person. 
As in most small libraries, I wear a 

lot of hats. I teach a 1 on 1 device 
advice in which I teach patrons how 
to use everything from Facebook 
to computers. I also host a monthly 
Book Club, we are currently read-
ing The lonely Hearts Book Club by 
Lucy Gilmore. I love working in the 
library, the interaction with patrons, 
helping the community and helping 
to bring technology to our patrons. 

	 Outside of the library, my 
favorite things to do are spend 
time with my 2 beautiful grand-
children and spend as much 
time on the water as possible. 
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CALLING ALL CITIZENS
	 Growth in middle Tennessee 
and nationwide will always be one of 
those hot topics.  I mentioned a few 
editions ago, that the City of White 
House founders in 1971-present, 
began to plan for a lot of the growth 
we are seeing in present day.  Some 
will say that, “sure they planned 
for this, but they did not intend for 
so much at one time,” and I would 
agree with that statement as well.  
Growth is one of those topics that 
seems to never find that perfect 
balance.  I could go on and on with 
anecdotes on this topic, but I would 
rather share things being done to 
foster a smoother intersection be-
tween growth and PLANNING.  
	
	 Over the last year, the May-
or and Alderman have been inten-
tional about the city staff putting 
tools in place to better serve the 
citizens of White House.  The cur-
rent mandated regulations (zoning, 
subdivision regulations and design 
standards) will get a major overhaul 
in the coming 18 months.  There 
will be an opportunity for citizen 
input. It would be nice if every cit-
izen could participate.   Stay tuned 
for information on how you can 
become involved in this process.

	 Additionally, I would like 
to offer an overview of Long-Range 
Planning.  City governments pro-

vide many important services, but 
one function stands apart in its 
impact on future generations; the 
authority to engage in community 
planning and zoning. Comprehen-
sive plans (Long Range Plan) and 
zoning ordinances adopted and en-
forced by the city, affect the future 

layout and landscape of a city for 
many years to come. Whether it is 
the development or preservation 
of open space, or the redevelop-
ment and revival of existing prop-
erties, what a community will look 
like well into the future depends 
on decisions made today.  The 2040 
Long Range Plan is intended to be 
a policy guide for the City of White 
House to use in decision making 
for transportation and land use 
development that aims to leverage 
growth, development, and invest-

ment to make the City a socially and 
economically vibrant community.

	 The Comprehensive Plan 
is intended to meet certain the le-
gal requirements set forth in the 
Tennessee Code Annotated (TCA) 
Title 13 Chapter 4 Part 2, which 

states that “it is the function and 
duty of the planning commis-
sion to make and adopt an official 
general plan for the physical de-
velopment of the municipality.”
A comprehensive plan is an ex-
pression of the community’s vision 
for the future and a strategic map 
to reach that vision. Comprehen-
sive planning is an important tool 
for cities to guide future devel-
opment of land to ensure a safe, 
pleasant, and economical environ-
ment for residential, commercial, 
industrial, and public activities. 

Planning can help:
•	 Preserve important natural 
resources, agricultural land, and 
other open lands

•	 Create the opportunity for 
residents to participate in guiding a 
community’s future
•	 Identify issues, stay ahead 
of trends, and accommodate 
change
•	 Ensure that growth makes 
the community better, not just big-
ger
•	 Foster sustainable economic 
development
•	 Ensure more efficient and 
cost-effective infrastructure and 
public services 
•	 Provide an opportunity 
to consider future implications of 
today’s decisions
•	 Protect property rights and 
values
•	 Enable other public and pri-
vate entities to plan their activities 
in harmony with the municipality’s 
plans

	 After the completion of the 
Land Use Regulation update, we 
will begin to review an update to the 
Long-Range Plan.  I hope you will be 
encouraged to be a part of the Plan-
ning for the future of White House.  
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